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WAR AND PEACE. 

BY HON. WM. JAY, NEW- YORK. 
WHAT PROPORTION OF ENGLAND'S EXPENSES IS FOR WAR. 

The total expenditure of Great Britain in 

1836 was £48,800,000 

This was appropriated as follows, viz : — 
To interest on national debt, - £28,500,000 

To army and navy, .... 11,700,000 

To civil list, 8,600,000 

It thus appears that of every dollar of expenditure paid, there 
were on account of the debt, which is strictly a legacy of 
former wars, ------ 58 cents. 

On account of the army and navy, - - 24 

82 
And now we discover the astounding fact, that of the mul- 
tiplied and grievous taxes under which the people of England 
are groaning, 82 cents of every dollar paid into the national 
coffer are offered at the shrine of war, while the remaining 18 
cents are sufficient to support the splendor of the throne, and 
to provide for the necessary expenses of the government! 

MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The enrolled militia of the United States is 1,503,592. 
This vast multitude are called from their homes several days 
each year for the purpose of inspection and drilling. The 
first item then of the expense of our militia system is the annual 
loss to the country of many millions, of day's labor. But this 
multitude must be " armed and equipped as the law directs," 
and hence an expenditure of 15 or 20 millions more. Next, 
the commissioned officers must be arrayed in regimentals, 
with all " the pomp and circumstance of glorious war." Many 
thousands of the militia are moreover organized in "uniform 
corps ;" and are, of course, compelled to provide themselves 
with expensive clothes which are useless except on parade. 
Next comes the cost of music, of standards, of artillery, of 
cavalry, and of state arsenals and magazines. It is impossible, 
for want of the necessary statistics, to ascertain with precision 
the yearly aggregate expense of our militia, but it certainly 
cannot fall much if any short of fifty millions ! 



180 War and Peace. [3a]y, 

PROPORTION OF EXPENSES IN THIS COUNTRY FOR WAR. 

With regard to the military expenditures of the United 
States we can speak with more certainty ; and we shall be 
scarcely credited when we affirm that these expenditures, in 
proportion to the revenue of the country, are lavish beyond 
the example of any European power ! 

In 1838, the ordinary revenue was - - $24,309,299 
Payments for the navy, - - - $6,403,551 
Do. for purposes strictly military, 
including military pensions, - 12,665,210 

$19,068,761 

Here we have an expenditure of 78 cents for every dollar of 
revenue for military preparations. 

But it will be said that the country cannot be fairly regarded 
as at peace in 1838, because we were then engaged in the 
Florida war, and were compelled to expend millions in driv- 
ing from the Peninsula a few hundred Indians, that they might 
no longer harbor fugitive slaves from the plantations of Ala- 
bama and Georgia. Be it so ; let us then turn to 1833, when 
the country had not even a savage foe in arms. 

The revenue that year was - - - $33,948,425 
Payments for the naval service, - $3,091,357 
Do. for purposes strictly military, 
including military pensions, - 10,342,746 

$13,434,102 

This gives us about 40 cents for every dollar of revenue 
spent in preparing for war ! 

In 1832 the military expenditures of France were 34 cents 
on a dollar, and those of Great Britain in 1836, were only 24 
cents on a dollar. Wonderful as is this disparity, it is greatly 
increased when we remember that the payments by France 
and England, to which we have referred, are the total pay- 
ments of those governments for military purposes, while to the 
similar payments by the federal government are to be added 
the expenditures in the several States on account of the militia. 



We may observe what strained arguments are used to reconcile war 
with the christian religion; but, in my opinion, it is exceedingly clear, 
that duelling, having better reasons for its barbarous violence, is more 
justifiable than war, in which thousands go forth without any personal 
quarrel, and massacre each other. — Dr. Johnson, 



